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n the 1960s several contemporary art photographers, disturbed by these problematic representations began to take a critical look at landscape
photography. Their work would be featured in the seminal 1975 exhibition, New Topographics. The work of Stephen Chalmers engages in some
of the same concerns of New Topographics; however he is dubious of the photograph’s ability to function as scientific, objective documentation.
Stephen Chalmers works in what is called a “social documentary” tradition in a similar fashion as such well known photographers such as Jacob Riis,

Lewis Hine, Walker Evans and many others. Chalmers seeks to construct arguments about the social world and addresses power relations in society,

in order to raise awareness and motivate action for social justice.
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The Work of Stephen Chalmers and New Color Photography in the Northwestern United States
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